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Fire Chief’s Message
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Our Partnerships Our Infrastructure
(facilities & apparatus)

Services

Under the direction of the Mayor and City Council, it is my privilege
to submit to the citizens and community of Wenatchee the 2009
annual report with the performance, activities and accomplishments
of the Fire & Rescue Department including statistical information on
the department’s services.

2009 was a busy and challenging year.  While the city experienced a
significant increase in major fires and service demands continued to
grow, the city’s funding deficiencies and budget reductions cut deep
into program and service budgets.  As a result the department will
enter 2010 with a budget deficit and two full-time positions will not
be funded for the year.
Our People: The people who make up this department are our
most valuable resource.  Their continued commitment to career
development and professional competencies are reflected in our
performance and services to the community.  The accomplishments
contained in this report are the collective effort of all our personnel.

Our Partnerships: The performance and services of our department would not be possible
without the partnerships and collaborative efforts of other city departments, our community’s private
ambulance providers, and the automatic and mutual aid agreements with neighboring fire districts.
Our Infrastructure: In 2009 a bond for a new headquarter station failed to reach the required
60% voter approval.  The funding for infrastructure improvements for our aging facilities and
apparatus will continue to be a pressing challenge for our future.

During this past year it has been an honor for me to be part of this dedicated team that has worked
together through a slow economy and the present funding challenges to maintain the high
standards of personnel performance and customer service to our citizens.

Together we will use the challenges of 2009 to learn from the past, inspire our creativity and
planning strategies, and re-energize our strong commitment to meet the service needs of our
community in the future.

Our People

Chief Stan Smoke
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Wenatchee Fire & Rescue
Mission Statement

Commitment to Serve

Commitment to Providing a
Safer and Healthier
Community

Commitment to Providing
the Highest Level of Service

Commitment to Excellence
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To provide the highest level of service
and protection of life and property to the
people who live, work, visit and invest in
the City of Wenatchee and the
surrounding community.



Responsibility and
Accountability Model

2009 Programs

Fire Chief
Administration

Assistant Chief
Safety, Operations,

& Training

Battalion
Chief

Shift A

Battalion
Chief

Shift B

Battalion
Chief

Shift C

Assistant Chief
Prevention &

Code
Enforcement
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Chief Smoke

Department Communications
Department Budget
Department Policies
Department Planning
Cooperative Services
Community Involvement

Emergency Management
CEMP Maintenance
EM Training & Exercises
Regional Participation

A Shift – BC Price

Shift Manning
Shift Training
Incident Reporting
Shift Inspections

Apparatus Maintenance
Self-Contained Breathing

Apparatus
Fire Hose & Accessories
Small Tools and Equipment

Assistant Chief Babst
Safety, Operations, & Training

Safety
Health and Safety Officer

Operations
Personnel Issues
Discipline
PPE and Uniforms
Emergency Operations
Apparatus Maintenance
Small Tools and Equipment
Facilities Maintenance
Information Management

Training
Requirements / Records
Shift Training
Joint Agency Training
Regional Training

Assistant Chief Yaple
Prevention &

Code Enforcement

Prevention
Code Enforcement
Plan Reviews
Inspection Programs
Pre-Incident Planning
Public Education
Hydrant Maintenance

Fire Investigations
Regional Investigation Council

Administrative Assistant

Administration Clerical Support
Department Communications
Computer / Technical Support
Budget Administration

Training Records
On-line EMS Records

Administrative Captain

Programs & Projects as
assigned by Prevention &
Training

Prevention Secretary

Reception
Department Clerical Support

Prevention Program
Records
Permits

Firehouse
Records
Reporting

C Shift – BC Widener

Shift Manning
Shift Training
Incident Reporting
Shift Inspections

EMS Program

Facilities Maintenance
Station Laundry

B Shift – BC Barnes

Shift Manning
Shift Training
Incident Reporting
Shift Inspections

Special Ops / Technical Rescue
Hazmat / Decontamination
Rope Rescue
Water Rescue
Vehicle Extrication
Confined Space/Trench
Radio Communications
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Wenatchee Fire & Rescue Personnel

A Shift

Battalion Chief
Mike Price

Captain Brian Brett Captain Rick McBride

Eng Chris Paul Eng Mike DayFF Glenn Smith FF Bob Brownlee

FF Al Torres FF Rick Buchanan

Assistant Chief
Gary Babst

Administrative Captain
Doug Clark

Assistant Chief / Fire Marshal
Mark Yaple

Fire Chief
Stan Smoke

Administrative Assistant
Cindy Blaufuss

Prevention Secretary
Yolanda Garcia

Administration
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Wenatchee Fire & Rescue Personnel

C ShiftB Shift

Battalion Chief
Mitch Barnes

Battalion Chief
Glen Widener

Captain Tyke Gaskell Captain Kelly Lindemann Captain Bruce Hosfeld Captain James Bailey

Eng Mike Atkinson Eng Dave Noble Eng Evan McCallister Eng Kirk HinkleyFF Dan Bass FF Darin Radcliffe FF Peter Rigelman FF Craig Grinde

FF Andy Davidson FF Lyle Stewart FF Clint Webley FF Joe Monahan FF Dustin Armitage FF Dave Voss



6

Wenatchee Fire & Rescue Personnel

Firefighter Al Torres

Firefighter Clint Webley

Both Firefighter Al Torres and Firefighter Clint
Webley received their Firefighter Helmet Shields
at celebrations to mark the end of their
probationary, recruit year with Wenatchee Fire &
Rescue.

In early 2009 Administrative Captain Doug Clark had the opportunity to serve as an
instructor for the 09-01 Recruit Class at the Washington State Fire Training Academy
in North Bend.  On May 1st Captain Clark participated in the graduation ceremonies.



Wenatchee Fire & Rescue Personnel

Assistant Chief Gary Babst

Gary Babst joined the Wenatchee Fire Department
in August of 1974.  In 1980 he was promoted to
Engineer/Driver and served in that position until
being promoted to Lieutenant in 1991.   He
assumed the Training Officer duties in 1998 with a
rank of Battalion Chief.   In April of 2000 he was
promoted to the rank of Assistant Chief.  Assistant
Chief Babst served the City of Wenatchee for 35
years, retiring in December of 2009.
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Budget

Planning - 2009 Work Plan
The annual work plan is a management tool that
sets direction for program and service levels.  It is
a management-by-objective plan that ensures
accountability, budget planning, current policies
and procedures, and specific action plans to
monitor the progress of our goals and objectives.
Work Plan goals, objectives and action plans
were developed for six areas:

Administration
Emergency Management
Operations
Training
Prevention
Facilities

Annual Report
The Annual Report highlights
the performance, activities and
accomplishments of the
department .  Efficiency and
effectiveness are illustrated
throughout the report with a
variety of performance
measures.

Direction:
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Reflection:

2009 Division Reports
Fire Administration

The Fire Administration Division provides direction and management
of the Department.  Goals and objectives were developed to guide
the Department toward improvement and efficiencies in important
administrative functions and programs.

2009 Alternative Funding Sources
Assistance to Firefighters SCBA Grant
ALCOA Training Contract
Town Toyota Center Contract
EMS Pre-Hospital Grant
Eagles Grant
North Central EMS Council Grant
State Firefighter Training Reimbursement
State Mobilization Reimbursement
Training Scholarships
Negotiated Conference Registrations (approx. value)

$94,500
$7,728
$8,458
$1,726
$1,000

$750
$3,378
$2,625
$2,100
$6,000

Policies & Procedures
Policies and procedure updated in 2009:

Discipline
Respiratory Protection
Exposure to Blood-borne Pathogens

Cooperative Services
The department continued to strengthen
cooperation and partnerships with area
public safety agencies through regular
inter-agency meetings, training, and
exercises.

Chief Smoke & Chief Burnett (CCFD#1)
at the Cascade Street fire in December

For this report, the measures are grouped into four categories:

Spending and Staffing (Inputs)
General Information
Work Load (Outputs)
Results (Outcome)

Objective 09-02.1: Continue seeking funding alternatives and
efficiencies to counter budget cuts and maintain present programs
and services.



Performance Indicators
Call Volume & Types of Calls
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Call Volume

There were 2752 calls for service during 2009.
A 13% increase in service calls over 2008.

4%

8%

10%

66%

9%

2% 1%

(1) Fire Response – Other includes vehicle fires, grass fires, chimney
fires, misc.

(2) “Other” includes service calls, good intents, complaints
(3) 2009 Estimated total property loss $7.2 million. 9

Types of Calls

Rescue and Emergency Medical Services 2,050
Emergency Medical Services 1,807
Motor Vehicle Injury Accidents 243

Fire Responses 605
Structure Fires (1) 110
Fire Responses - Other 216
Fire Alarms 279

Hazardous Materials 52

Other (2) 45

Total Rescue &
EMS 74%

Total Fire
Response 22%

Automatic and Mutual Aid Agreements

CCFD #1 DCFD #2
Automatic Aid

Received 16 20
Given 25 7

Mutual Aid
Received 1 3
Given 7 1

Totals 49 31

2009 Division Reports
Fire Administration



Performance Indicators
Budget and Personnel Comparison

*EMS budget is included

Wenatchee:
The cost of fire service
protection per capita in

2009 was $120.  This figure
is based on the 2009 Fire &
Rescue Department budget

of $3,721,221 and a
population of 30,960.

Wenatchee:
The number of career
firefighters per 1000

population in 2009 was
1.1. This figure is based
on 33 career firefighters

and a population of
30,960

Comparable Cities:
The average cost of

fire service
protection per capita
for comparison cities
in 2009 was $149.

Comparable Cities:
The average number
of career firefighters
in comparison cities

during  2009 was
also 1.1
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Budget Population
Cost per
Capita

Career
Firefighters

Firefighters
per 1000

Wenatchee 3,721,221 30,960 $120 33 1.1
Bremerton 8,067,429* 36,620 $220 41 1.1
Longview 5,970,710 36,010 $166 45 1.2
Mount Vernon 4,949,738 30,800 $161 37 1.2
Pasco 4,126,320 54,490 $76 35 0.6
Pullman 4,237,475 27,600 $154 31 1.1
Walla Walla 4,690,590 31,610 $148 34 1.1

Comparable Average Cost $149 1.1

2009 Division Reports
Fire Administration



Response Time Standard Report
(Performance Indicators)

Standard Outcomes

Fire Response Turnout Time: 90 Seconds 90% 89%

Fire Response First Engine: 5 minutes 90% 93%

Full Alarm Fire Response: 8 minutes 90% 95%

Emergency Medical Turnout Time: 60 Seconds 90% 91%

Emergency Medical: 5 minutes 90% 93%

Emergency Medical (ALS): 10 minutes 80% 95%

Motor Vehicle Response: 5 minutes 90% 98%

Hazmat (Operations): 5 minutes 90% 84%

Hazmat (Technician): 5 hours 90% None *

Firefighters respond to a variety of situations including
fires, medical emergencies, traumatic injuries, rescues,
and hazardous material incidents. Measuring response
time is a key to judging department performance that
maximizes the opportunities for positive outcomes.

In 2005 Washington State passed legislation that required
career fire departments to establish Response Standards
and report the outcomes annually. This table illustrates the
2009 Response Standards for Wenatchee Fire & Rescue
and outcome for each required response standard.

Firehouse Information Management Program
1. During 2008 the department completed the transition to the Firehouse information management  program.
2. Updates in program data reporting have allowed the department to provide more specific response time information.
Private Ambulance Providers
1. Data to verify the minimum response times for Advanced Life Support (ALS) (patient care procedure response time) established by the Regional

EMS and Trauma Care Council and approved by the State Department of Health was provided by the City’s two private ambulance providers
(Ballard and Lifeline Ambulance Service).

2. The average response times of the private ambulance companies in the City limits is under five minutes.
Response Time Analysis
1. The turnout time standard for full bunker gear required for fires and other hazardous environments was adjusted to 90 seconds.
2. The turnout time for emergency medical calls remains at a 60 second standard.
*Technical Hazardous Materials Response.
1. There were no technician level hazardous materials response teams requested in 2009.

Plan of Action
1. Continue monthly data record summaries to promote accountability and continued response time improvement.
2. Promote MDT and computer technology that will reduce response times.
3. Repair the two out-of-service fire poles to improve response times at Station 41.

2009 Division Reports - Fire Administration

Response Time Performance Issues
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2009 Division Reports
Fire Administration - Infrastructure

Facilities
In 2009 the City Council supported the efforts
of the Citizens Fire Facilities Committee to
promote the facilities needs to the public and
the plan to build a new headquarter station and
training site at Springwater and Princeton.

Historic Chelan Avenue
Headquarter Station

Satellite Station on
Maple Street
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2004 H&W 1500 GPM Pumper with CAFS

1995 E-One Quint

1984 Seagraves

1968 Crown 85’  Aerial Ladder Truck
(Out of Service during 2009)

1987 Ford  Brush Engine

Unfortunately, a fire facility bond attempt in November
failed by a narrow margin for the second time.

The department will continue to pursue grants to fund
needed improvements at the existing stations on South
Chelan and Maple Street.

Apparatus
The department’s
aging apparatus
fleet is one of the
pressing
challenges for our
future.

1994 E-One Pumper



Comprehensive Emergency
Management Plan

The CEMP is intended as the
comprehensive framework for citywide
mitigation, preparedness, response, and
recovery activities to an emergency or
disaster within the City of Wenatchee.

2009 Division Reports - Emergency Management
Organizational Chart

Policy Group
(City Council)

Mayors Leadership Team
(Department Heads)

Emergency Mgmt Director
(Unified Command i.e. Police
Chief  / Public Works Director)

Finance/
AdministrationLogisticsPlanningOperations

Fire & Rescue
Police

Public Works
EMS

Red Cross

Incident Action Plans
Documentation

Damage Assessment
Technical Assistance

Purchasing
Supplies
Staging

Transportation
Fuel

Fiscal Control
Tracking

Tele-Communications
Data Processing
Clerical Support

Emergency Public
Information Officer

Liaison to Outside
AgenciesEOC Staff

Mayor

Organization of emergency or
disaster response activities follows
the National Incident Management
System (NIMS) developed by the
Department of Homeland Security
(DHS).
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2009 Division Reports
Emergency ManagementNIMS Compliance

Each year the Department of Homeland Security requires training
and standardized compliance activities.  The National Incident
Management System (NIMS), is a comprehensive system that
applies standardized procedures and promotes cross-jurisdictional
coordination and assistance for large-scale or complex incidents.

ICS 300 and ICS 400
In  February  and March  the
department sponsored ICS
300 and ICS 400  courses
which are 2009 NIMS
requirements for fire and law
enforcement mid-management
and command staff.

Emergency Operations Center Training
Wenatchee Fire and Police personnel attended three days of EOC
training at the Confluence Technology Center. Chelan County
Emergency Management hosted the training.  FEMA personnel
presented the training in conjunction with Washington State
Emergency Management Division.

Apple Blossom EOC Exercise
The City Emergency Operation Center in the
Police Department Training Room was
activated in May to support Apple Blossom
operations, agencies and events.

Required NIMS courses for 2009 compliance included:
IS 700 - An Introduction to NIMS  (all personnel & civic leaders)
ICS 100 - An Introduction to ICS (emergency scene responders)
ICS 200 - Basic ICS (emergency scene supervisors)
ICS 300 - Intermediate ICS (mid-management & command staff)
ICS 400 - Advanced ICS (mid-management & command staff)
IS 800 - An Introduction to the National Response Framework (emergency managers)

Regional Earthquake Exercises
In February hospitals, health districts, emergency medical
services, and emergency management agencies from Chelan,
Douglas, Grant, Okanogan, and Kittitas Counties participated in
a table top exercise designed to simulate the first two hours
after a catastrophic earthquake.  A joint information center (JIC)
was set up adjacent to the Chelan County EOC during the
regional earthquake exercise in May.

14

EOC JIC



Incident Command System
The Incident Command System (ICS) used by the City of
Wenatchee was established through NIMS as the standardized
organizational structure for the management of all incidents.

2009 Division Reports
Emergency Management

Hazmat IAP Training
On February 17th and 18th
Mark Layman from the
Department of Ecology
conducted a class on
preparing Incident Action
Plans for hazmat incidents.

Command Post
Stemilt Warehouse Fire

Command Post at
the Fontanelle
Condominium Fire

RIT Group
Lt Colson
(DCFD#2)

A Division
(Columbia Street)

AC Speck
(CCFD#1)

B Division
(Chehalis Street)

AC Babst
(WF&R)

C Division
(Wenatchee Ave)

BC Schaffer
(CCFD#1)

D Division
(Spokane Street,
Interior Exposure

& Salvage)
Chief Burnett

(CCFD#1)

Worthen St. Group
(Spot Fires &
Exposures)

Chief Asher
(CCFD#8)

Safety
AC Miller
(DCFD#2)

Law Enforcement
Branch

Capt Jones (WPD)

Aide
Scott Elmer

(CCFD#6 Admin)

PIO
Sgt Smith (WPD)

AC Yaple

Liaison
Investigation

AC Yaple

Incident
Commander
Chief Smoke

Logistics
BC Widener

(WF&R)

Operations
BC Barnes (WF&R)

Staging
(Columbia Street)

Lt Wright (CCFD#1)
Traffic Control

& Security
Sgt West (WPD)

Investigation
Det. Ward (WPD)

Rehab
Ballard Ambulance

Paramedic Dan Craig
(North & South Sites)

Stemilt Warehouse
Incident Command System Organizational Chart

Incident Action Plans prepared for planned
events during 2009 included:

Town Toyota Center
Apple Blossom EOC Exercise
4th Of July Fireworks

Incident Acton Plans
An incident action plan (IAP) documents
incident goals, operational period
objectives, and the response strategy
defined by incident command during
response planning.
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2009 Division Reports
Safety, Operations & Training

Mandated & Department Training

Firefighter Safety
Respiratory Protection
Asbestos Awareness
Hazard Communication
Hearing Conservation
Passport Accountability
Bloodborne / Airborne Pathogens

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
Breathing Apparatus Competency
PPE Equipment Limitations
SCBA Limitations
Fit Testing

Fire Suppression
Strategy & Tactics
Live Fire Training
Search & Rescue
Salvage & Overhaul
Rapid Intervention Teams
Incident Command

Special Operations
Wildland Fire Refresher
Shore-Based Water Rescue
Confined Space Awareness
Rope Rescue
Hazardous Materials
Trench Rescue Awareness

Emergency Medical
EMT Refresher
Mass Casualty Incidents

The Safety, Operations, and Training Division is responsible for the readiness of
Department resources and provides Department personnel  with the training
necessary to competently and safely respond to a broad range of emergencies.
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2009 Division Reports – Safety, Operations & Training
Wenatchee Area Conferences

Washington State Fire Training and Safety Officers 2009 Conference

Washington State Local Emergency Planning Committee Conference

Washington State Firefighter Association 2009 Fire School & Conference

Washington State Fire Chief Hazmat & Special Operations Conference

Washington Fire Investigation Conference

Numerous state conferences and workshops are held in the Wenatchee area
each year.  One of the most cost-effective strategies for promoting personnel
career development with limited training funds is through the Department’s
active participation in hosting and attending local training and educational
opportunities.
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2009 Division Reports – Safety, Operations & Training
Structure Fire Training

18



2008 Division Reports – Safety, Operations & Training
Hazardous Materials Training

Hazardous materials incidents encompass a wide
variety of potential situations including fires, spills,
transportation accidents, chemical reactions,
explosions and similar events.

The local industry, agriculture and related rail and
highway transportation of the Wenatchee area
creates an increasing concern for hazardous material
releases and the risk to the community health, safety,
property, and environment.
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Stemilt Ammonia Leak June 22, 2009

Decontamination Training

Ammonia Exercise
March, 2009

Quarterly personnel training is required to maintain
response readiness and skill competencies.
Wenatchee Fire and Rescue personnel are trained
to the first responder operations level (WAC
296-62-3112).  They respond to the releases of
hazardous substances for the purpose of protecting
nearby persons, property, or the environment from
the effects of the release.  They are trained to
respond in a defensive fashion to contain the
release from a safe distance, keep it from
spreading, and prevent exposures.



2009 Division Reports – Safety, Operations & Training
Technical Rescue Programs

Rope Rescue Training

The need for technical rescue continues to grow
as the population increases along with the
outdoor recreational opportunities of our
community.   WAC 296-305-05005 (Rope
Rescue Operations) requires proper training and
qualifications for employees engaged in rope
rescue operations.

Water Rescue Training

With the Columbia River, Wenatchee River, and numerous
bodies of water in the area, the need for water rescues
continues to increase.  WAC 296-305-05009 requires proper
training and personal flotation devices for personnel that
engage in water rescue operations.

Auto Extrication Training

Personnel review operational safety and tactics for
handling motor vehicle accidents and the extrication of
victims.  The City’s growing traffic congestion and the
dangers of new vehicle technology and hybrid vehicles
requires on-going training in auto extrication.
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2009 Division Reports - Fire Prevention
Inspections, Plan Review

2009 Inspection and Permit Totals

Fire and Life Safety Inspections 1623

Fire Protection System Installation Inspections 23

Fuel Storage Tank Inspections 22

Fire Department Occupancy Permits 274

Fire and Life Safety Inspection Program

Every year the Department conducts fire and life
safety inspections in commercial businesses, industry,
and special occupancies throughout the City.

International Fire Code

In 2007, Wenatchee City
Council officially adopted
the 2006 International Fire
Code (IFC).   Fire and life
safety code requirements
are based on the IFC.

Plan Review Program

During the plan review process, the Fire
Marshal works closely with the Planning,
Building, Engineering, and Water Departments
to ensure all new developments and buildings
meet the intent of the International Fire and
Building Codes and other applicable National
Standards.

Plans for developments, buildings, fire sprinkler
and alarm systems, commercial cooking
suppression systems, and other specialized fire
protection systems are reviewed.

Total permit fee revenue for 2009 was $13,979.

2009 Plan Review Totals

Fire Alarm Plan Reviews 12

Sprinkler System Plan Reviews 11

Commercial Cooking Operations 6
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2009 Division Reports - Fire Prevention
Public Education

Activity Contacts

School Programs 2,500

Station Tours 700

Fire Safety Presentations and Fire
Extinguisher Demonstrations 260

First Aid & CPR Classes 60

Child Passenger Safety Checks 8

Safe Kids Events 1,000 +

Smoke Detector Installations 150

The most cost-effective way to prevent fires or
injuries in our community is to educate the public
about fire safety and injury prevention. A vital
part of any effective fire or injury prevention
program is an active public education effort.
Wenatchee Fire and Rescue provides a variety of
public education programs and partners with other
public safety agencies and organizations in our
community to provide thousands of contacts each
year to audiences of all ages.
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Builders & KPQ Home Shows

Fire Extinguisher Training

Safety Program presented at Wenatchee schools



2009 Division Reports - Fire Prevention
Fire Investigations

The fire investigation program is an
important component of fire prevention.  Fire
investigations provide valuable information
about the fire cause and factors that
contribute to the spread of the fire and the
property damage.  Information on fire cause
provides the foundation for effective
intervention strategies to prevent future fires.

Intervention Strategies
Arson: arrest & conviction
Human error: public information & education
Product failures: product recalls
Code violations: inspection programs
Juvenile firesetters: education & counseling
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Date Shift Address Property Type Cause Heat Source Estimated Damage

January 5 C 125 Crawford Street Single Family Residence Accidental Electrical $25,000
January 17 C 201 Elliot Street Condominium Complex Arson Accelerant $2,500,000
January 21 A 314 Delaware Street Single Family Residence Accidental Electrical $35,000
January 29 B 201 Okanogan Apartment Accidental Cigarette $20,000
March 20 C 710 Ringold Detached Garage Undetermined Unknown $10,000
March 29 C 418 Kittitas Single Family Residences (2) Accidental Unknown $75,000
April 2 B 1380 S Wenatchee Ave Single Family Residence Accidental Stove $20,000
April 8 C 1420 Washington Vehicle Undetermined Unknown $5,000
April 17 B 506 Douglas Street Single Family Residence Accidental Electrical $35,000
April 26 C 1240 Gallers Single Family Residence Accidental Cigarette $150,000
June 20 B 524 S Columbia Warehouse Accidental Electrical $2,400,000
July 8 A 304 Methow Storage Shed Undetermined Unknown $5,000
July 13 B 600 St Joseph Pl School Gym Undetermined Unknown $1,000,000
July 18 A 1015 N Miller St Commercial Undetermined Deep Fryer $900,000
October 2 B 1013 Walker Single Family Residence Undetermined Unknown $7,000
December 8 A 729 Cascade Single Family Residence Accidental Electric Heater $50,000
December 8 B 908 Methow Single Family Residence Accidental Wood Stove $80,000
December 12 A 1250 Central Apartment Arson Accelerant $20,000

2009 Extensive Fire Loss Fires

2009 Estimated property loss $7.2 million



Major Events & News
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Fontanelle Condominium Fire

The Fontanelle Condominium fire occurred on January 17th just before 1:00 a.m. in
the morning on a cold, winter night.  Two condominium garages were fully involved
when firefighters arrived.  Fortunately, all of the residents were evacuated and 2nd

alarm fire crews were able to cut the fire as it spread down the row of involved
condos.  Six condominiums were destroyed in this terrible blaze.  While the initial fire
investigation was inconclusive, several months later a robbery suspect confessed
that the $3 million fire was deliberately set as a diversion for a pharmacy robbery.



Major Events & News

Old Stemilt Warehouse Fire

The old Stemilt Warehouse fire occurred
on June 20th.  The 100,000 square foot
warehouse, that was under renovation,
was well involved with heavy smoke and
flames throughout the warehouse on
arrival.  It took approximately four hours
for 3rd alarm and some additional general
alarm resources to gain control of the
fire.  A total of 84 firefighters from 16
different fire departments and districts
and three counties responded with
mutual aid.  A team of ATF agents
assisted regional fire investigators
through the week-long investigation and
determined the cause to be accidental
from a damaged temporary electrical
power cord in the basement stairway of
the warehouse. 25



Ringold Street
March 20th

Delaware Street January 21st

Major Events & News

Kittitas Street March 29th

Douglas Street
April 17th

South Wenatchee Avenue
April 2nd
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Auto Accident October 7th

Cascade Street
December 8th



Kentucky Fried Chicken
July 18th

No. 2 Canyon
Mutual Aid - Chelan County Fire District #1

Stemilt Ammonia Leak
June 22nd

St. Joseph School
July 13th

Gallers Street
April 26th

Major Events & News

Methow Street
May 23rd

Crawford Street
January 5th
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2009 Good Citizen Awards
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At the City Council meeting on Thursday, February 12th, Mayor Johnson and
Chief Smoke presented Rex King with a Good Citizen award for his
assistance with the evacuation at the Fontanelle fire.  Rex also received an
award presented by Ron Roy from the Washington State Firefighters
Association.  In October, he was one of 29 people honored by Governor
Gregoire for heroic acts that saved lives in Washington throughout the year at
the annual Governors Industrial Safety and Health Conference.

On August 9, 2009 off-duty firefighter
Dustin Armitage was enjoying the
afternoon with his family at Blackbird
Island on the Wenatchee River in
Leavenworth.  A woman’s cry for help
caught everyone’s attention and they
looked out to see a young boy
struggling in the water and pushing a
woman who was trying to help him
underwater.  Dustin quickly ran into the
water with another person, off-duty
firefighter, Lieutenant Pat Harn from
Lacey Fire District #3, to rescue the
woman and boy and get them back to
shore safely.  Mayor Johnson
recognized Firefighter Armitage with a
Good Citizen Award at the August 27th

City Council meeting.

The 2009 Wenatchee Fire & Rescue appreciation dinner was held at
Johanssen’s Blacksmith Shop.  Assistant Chief Yaple presented Mike
Walker with a Certificate of Appreciation and an antique hydrant wrench to
thank him for sharing his “Shop” and for all the help he provided the
Department on the Fire Facilities Bond Committee in the past year.



33rd Annual Softball Tournament
In July 2009 Wenatchee Fire and Rescue hosted
its 33rd Annual Softball Tournament.  Teams
representing fire departments and districts from
around the state came to Wenatchee with their
families for the tournament.

Community Events

Department personnel competed
against firefighters from Chelan
County Fire District #1 to raise funds
for Muscular Dystrophy.
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Leukemia & Lymphoma Society Stairclimb
At the Wenatchee Wild game February 27th the
department participated in a tug of war against law
enforcement at mid-ice and helped to raise funds for the
Firefighter Stairclimb on March 8th in Seattle.  The
Firefighter Stairclimb is a fundraiser for the Lymphoma
and Leukemia Society that raised $640,000 in 2009.

Personnel built a wheelchair ramp
as a Make a Difference Day project

Special Olympics
Polar Bear Plunge

Apple Blossom Youth ParadeFlake Festival



Community Events

Patriot Day, September 11, 2009
Wenatchee Fire & Rescue organized a
Patriot Day ceremony at Memorial Park to
honor and remember those who lost their
lives on September 11, 2001 and pay
tribute to the men and women of the Armed
Forces.

Veteran’s Day Barbecue
Firefighters Local #453 hosted the annual Veterans
Day barbecue with an estimated 500 veterans and
their families attending.

Apple Blossom
Grand Parade

City Fest
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Personnel assist with water
safety training for the lifeguards

at the public swimming pool.

Wenatchee Parks
Halloween Carnival

Fire & Ice Cream Social with
the residents of Colonial Vista



2010 GOALS
An annual report on the activities of 2009 would not be

complete without a forward look and plan for 2010.
Continue planning and accountability emphasis with 2010 work plan.

Develop three year plan and strategies to guide the department
during recession recovery.

Continue to seek funding alternatives and efficiencies to counter
budget cuts and maintain present essential programs and services.

Coordinate City Emergency Management program and 2010 National
Incident Management Systems (NIMS) compliance for the City.

Continue to improve the use and efficiency of the Fire House Data
Management system.

Update career development competencies for the Engineer/Driver
position.

Continue to strengthen cooperation and partnerships with area public
safety agencies through regular inter-agency meetings, training, and
exercises.

Host 34th annual Wenatchee Fire and Rescue Department softball
tournament.
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